Dear Third Grade Parents,


Today, as we make major inroads into technology, educational Web 2.0 tools are becoming vital to your student’s schooling.  Your child was exposed to a few this year and will certainly want to do more computer work in the future.  However, as parents and guardians, you might ask, “How do I allow my child to participate in computer technology and still keep him/her safe from predators and the dangerous content online?”

Here are a few rules to follow, recommended by FBI Special Agent Dan Vierthaler from Billings:

1. COMPUTER LOCATION must always be in an area frequented by adults.  If possible, the screen should be turned towards you for easy monitoring.  Never set up a personal computer for your child in his/her bedroom.

2. INTERNET LOGS AND HISTORY must be checked often.  If you find the history cleared, your child does not want you to know where he/she has been.  Agree with your child that these logs must be viewable by you or the computer usage will be terminated.

3. PARENTS NEED TO KNOW ALL ACCOUNTS, INCLUDING LOGINS AND PASSWORDS.  As the parent you need to know who your child contacts and why.  If your child doesn’t want you to see his/her e-mail, webpage, or other site, there needs to be a reason for this.

4. RANDOM INSPECTION of all technological equipment is necessary.  This includes cell phones as well as computers.  

5. USE HARDWARE to block access of unsafe sites with a router.

6. USE SOFTWARE to monitor and shut down at your request.  Inspector Pro or Net Nanny are both good programs.

7. TALK with your child and have a “heart-to-heart.”  Build a relationship so your kids will talk with you before their friends or a stranger.

***YOUR CHILD MUST NEVER GIVE OUT ANY PERSONAL INFORMATION, INCLUDING PICTURES AND VIDEO!!!  (Names, addresses, phone numbers, school, town, other information specific to this area, including clues from uploaded pictures and video.)  This is where you make the determination of what can be seen online, or not.  Never allow your child to do this on his/her own.

Parents, you are your child’s protector.  This is not a matter of privacy or intrusion.  You are all that stands between your child and the “certainty of predators on the web.”  

Thank you!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Lambert

Here is your child’s login and password for PBworks @

http://grade3responds.pbworks.com/

At this website you will find your child’s electronic student portfolio.  I will be leaving this open for your child to write about books read and summer fun.  Before school begins in the fall, your child’s account will be “frozen.”  He/She will only be able to comment after this time.  

However, this is the exciting part!  This site will always be there for your child to visit.  So, place the login, password, and web address in a special location.

Enjoy!

Mrs. Lambert :0)  
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